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We welcome the newest members of our fellowship! 

Lillian Eve… 

…& Jacob Samuel  
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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

The weather is very wild and windy at the moment and 
as I write this yet another storm has been forecast. We 
must be thankful that most of us are fairly safe from serious floods at the 
moment. We do think and pray for all those around the country are 
struggling at the moment. The management of the boiler seems to be 
working well and our building remains warm for our users and the 
services.  

It was very sad to hear that Peter Short passed away on the 29th 
January. Peter had been a member at Park for 64 years and was one of 
our longest serving members. Peter had been an Elder and member of 
Finance and General Purposes committee and was very active 
member and supporter of Scouting at Park. Peter was remembered by 
all of those at the recent Scout Seniors Party. There will be a 
Thanksgiving service to remember Peter at 1:45pm on the 5th March.  

Also with sadness we hear that Pat Fuller passed away peacefully with 
Graham at her side in the Duchess of Kent nursing home on 8th 
February. Pat had been a member at Park for 21 years, however I 
remember Pat as a member of the same URC where I grew up, in 
Wallington. Pat was a very keen gardener and was responsible for 
planning and designing the Millennium garden and the Wokingham 
Road gardens. There will be a Thanksgiving service to remember Pat at 
1:30 on the 10th March.  

We have just entered the period of Lent and we will be starting our Lent 
study course on Monday 2nd March for 6 weeks in the Small Hall. The 
theme will be ‘Lifting the lid’ (exploring God’s heart for mental health). I 
hope many of you will come and join us. Lent is when we remember the 
time that Jesus spent in the desert before starting his ministry. He was 
alone and fasted for the whole of 40 days. We do not need to go to 
those lengths but whether you decide to “give up” something for lent or 
not there are plenty of things you can do. I have seen schemes where 
people are avoiding buying any product that may have been 
produced through slavery or giving up an item from your house, 
clothing or other and donating it to charity. I have read that the Pope 
has asked people to stop using online media to insult each other. 
Maybe we can just all take an extra effort to Be Kind.  
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I ask you to keep the vacancy process in prayer. I know that God has 
good plans for us and am sure that these will happen in God’s time. 
God bless 

Roger.  

Park Prayer Week 

Park is to host another 12/7 Prayer Week 
from 9am - 9pm on the 7th -14thJune. 

Anyone is welcome to come and pray at 
any time between 9am and 9pm during 
those days. There will be areas for 
reflective prayer, for interactive prayer 
and for meditation.  

You may come on your own or in a group. Maybe house groups, 
Wednesday morning prayers and other groups might like to hold their 
meetings in the church that week? There will be something for 
everyone. 

If you, or a group of you would like to set up a prayer station, then 
please let me know as soon as possible. 

In order for the church prayer area to be open during these times, we 
need people to man it. This is not a ‘task’, more an opportunity for you 
to spend some quality time with God praying on your own or with 
others, but also to welcome others to the prayer area. Please let me 
know if you, or a group of you feel able to do an hour or two.  

This is an exciting opportunity to welcome folk to our church, to share 
our sacred space with everyone, to spend some time out with God in 
our hectic lives, and feel unity across the world as we all act as one 
voice, calling out to God. 

Carrie King 
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Church Family News 

We give thanks for all who work with our children 
and young people here at Park, and pray 
especially for those who volunteer week by week with our uniformed 
organisations.  

During the continuing vacancy we give thanks that so many members 
and friends are willing to lead us in worship, and we pray for the whole 
church community, that all may work together in a spirit of patience 
and trust, knowing that God’s plans and purposes will in time be fulfilled.  

We congratulate and rejoice with Frances and Tim Lancaster, and 
Joseph, on the safe arrival of Jacob Samuel, who was born on Friday 
January 31st, weighing 8lb 2oz. All are doing well, and we ask for God’s 
blessing on all the family at this exciting time.  

We send our love and congratulations to Charlotte and Tom Blackburn 
on the birth of their daughter Lillian Eve on Thursday 20th February, and 
we pray for them all as Charlotte and Lillian recover in hospital after a 
difficult birth.  

We congratulate Ty Enang, who has reached the final of the Berkshire 
Maestros Young Musician Competition, and we wish Ty all the best 
when he takes part in that competition later in March. 

We pray for those who mourn, remembering in particular the family and 
friends of Pat Fuller, who died in the Duchess of Kent hospice on 
Saturday February 8th. We give thanks for Pat’s service to this church 
and we ask that God will be with Graham at this difficult time. A service 
of thanksgiving for Pat’s life will be held here at Park on Tuesday March 
10th at 1.30pm.  

We also ask for God’s continued blessing on Sue Short, her daughter 
Mandy and all the family, following Peter’s death on February 5th. Peter 
was an Elder here and gave loyal service to the church over many 
years. His thanksgiving service will be held here on Thursday March 5th 
at 1.45pm. 

 

We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from or 
receiving treatment. Paul Street has spent time in hospital recently and 
is now recovering at home. We continue to remember Jane and Mark 
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Bennett and to pray for Andrea Dewing, Dave and Jenny Jones, and 
Hilary Campbell.  

Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer 

Carrie 

An Invitation to a Spring Get-Together. 

The three churches in the Reading Group, which are Grange, St 
Andrew’s and Tilehurst, would like to invite you to an event on the 4th 
April, a Spring Get-Together. 

The reason for this is that back in 2018 our Wessex Synod raised the idea 
of a closer working together over a larger area but took it no further, 
although we know there is a need to consider how we share ministry.  

The area was given the title, the M4 Corridor; the other three churches 
being those at Hungerford, Park (East Reading) and Thatcham. 

After another inconclusive meeting last year, we thought it a good idea 
to give people from the six churches an opportunity to meet rather than 
talk about possible plans for people we have never met. 

The venue is to be the Centre at Aston Tirrold URC on Saturday 4th April, 
at 1.30 for 2pm until around 5pm. Unless it is torrential rain, we will have 
an organised walk and whatever the weather a craft activity and we 
hope to organise a music workshop. We will have a tea together at 
4pm, to which we would ask all to bring a plate, drinks will be provided. 

We hope many of you will be able to attend in what is intended to be a 
relaxed afternoon to meet others  

Rev Robert Barthram 
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An Invitation to an International Meal 

We are blessed with many different nationalities at Park and want to 
celebrate this with an International meal after Church on Sunday the 
19th of April. It will be a bring and share format. So please think about it 
and sign up nearer the time.  

We would like a little flag with each dish, what it is, a basic description 
and any allergens in it. Nearer the time we will have an sign in sheet. Let 
us enjoy our amazing diversity together! 

Alan 
Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you to all who have led worship in the past or who have put their 
names down to lead worship later on this year.  

Here is the updated list for March and April: 

March 2020 

 1st March: Rev Robert Barthram 
 8th March: Rev Ray Stanyon 
 15th March: Carrie King 
 22nd March: Rebecca Bullard (Mothering Sunday) 
 29th March: Rev David Dowling 

April 2020 

 5th April: Colin Ferguson (Palm Sunday) 
 10th April: Carrie King (Good Friday) 
 12th April: Rev Gordon Connell (tbc) & Roger Clark  
 19th April: Rev Robert Weston (Jacob’s Dedication) 
 26th April: Scott Wheeler  

The 2020 Pulpit Plan is looking very healthy remaining at 8 slots left to fill 
as one more slot has been filled but another has been cancelled.  

The 25th October has recently become available if anyone is 
interested. Roger and I would love to hear from anyone who thinks they 
could lead or help with a service this year. 

Julia  
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Rainbows 

We have been very busy at Rainbows over the last few months as we 
have been trying to fit in the required number of Unit Meeting Minutes 
to enable the girls to achieve a Theme Award – for which they also 
have to complete certain Skills Builder activities and Interest Badges.  

We are particularly proud of Issy and 
Flick, who have both completed the 
Have Adventures and Know Myself 
Theme Awards. They have therefore 
qualified for the Rainbow Bronze 
Award!  

We hope to present more of these in the 
future, and maybe some Silver 
Awards as well! 

Working for these awards is always fun 
(we hope!), but the Rainbows have also 
been learning something. We have 
looked at the solar system and 
become astronauts, and we have been 
comparing different coins and their 
values, exploring how to keep our 
money safe.  

Later in March, together with the 
Brownies, we will be holding a Fair, when 
the girls can put into practice the skills they have been learning about.  

During February, along with those involved in Girlguiding around the 
world, we have been celebrating World Thinking Day. The Rainbows 
were pleased to take part in our special service at Park, and to attend 
a District Event which focused on activities with an Australian theme.  

All money raised at this event will go to support Girlguiding Australia 
following the recent devastating bush fires there. 

Finally, a note about one very special highlight. On Thinking Day itself 
(February 22nd) a small number of Rainbows attended a South-West 
Region event at Garth College in Bracknell. Entitled ‘All the World’s a 
Stage’, this was an opportunity to join with 1000 other Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides in a variety of exciting activities.  
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We were also thrilled to meet the Region Chief Commissioner, who 
awarded the girls her special badge, only given to those who have met 
her in person!  

 Jenny (Deer) 

I will leave the last word to Issy, who has written about the day in her 
own words: 

All the World’s a Stage 

On Saturday 22nd of February I went to a Guiding event at Garth Hill 
College.  

It was huge! About a thousand people!  

We did fun things like decorated our hats.  

My favourite part was singing.  It was the best day ever! 

Issy 

Letters 

To all our friends at Park. 

I, with Mandy and family, would like to thank you all so sincerely for all 
the lovely cards, messages and flowers that you gave me on hearing of 
Peter's death.  

 It was not unexpected as he became so poorly after Christmas, and 
we are so grateful that he didn't suffer at the end and it was so 
peaceful. He had lived a long and good life.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped me with the service, and a 
special thank you to Mandy, who has been such a great help to me 
over these last years. 

With God’s blessing to you all. 

Sue  
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Fairtrade Lecture 

Wed 4th March - 6.15pm-7.30pm 

As part of Fairtrade fortnight, the Chaplaincy is partnering with the 
University Economics dept. to host the Fairtrade Public Lecture, with 
John Steel, CEO of Cafe Direct. 

There will be a demonstration of the new Fairtrade mobile phone, 
information from RISC, plus the opportunity to buy Fairtrade products 
from the Traidcraft stall. 

Booking is now open - please advertise and book early for this event, 
which will be popular. 

More details and booking 0n the Reading University website. 

Miriam Barlow Chaplaincy Administrator 

Café Théologique 

Please do come along to this term's Café Théologique events. 

 Monday 2 March - Interview with the new bishop of Reading, Rt 
Revd Olivia Graham 

 Monday 4 May - 'When did we see you naked?': Why Naming 
Jesus as a Victim of Sexual Abuse Matters Dr Jayme Reaves, 
Queen's Ecumenical Theological Foundation, Birmingham 

 Monday 8 June - Blue Planet, Blue God: The Bible and the Sea Dr 
Rebecca Watson, University of Cambridge  

All events are held at Zero Degrees bar, Bridge Street, Reading. All 
welcome, no booking, no charge. 

Open Saturday and Charity Lunch 

Sat 7 March, 11am–2pm at Trinity Church, Earley. with 1st Lower Earley 
Scouts.  

Stalls; Refreshments 11am; Lunches (£3.50) 12pm; Bring & Buy, Traidcraft; 
Table Tennis. All welcome. 
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Elders’ Development Day 

This is to let know about a forthcoming Elders’ Development Day for 
serving Elders who would like a refresher and for new Elders. The training 
will be led by Mary Thomas, Development and Support Officer - South. 
The topics to be covered: Mission, Core Functions of Eldership, Pastoral 
Care, Prayer, Spirituality & Worship. 

Elders’ Development Day on Saturday 13 June 2020 at London Street 
URC, Basingstoke, RG21 7NU From 10.00am - 3.00pm Arrivals and 
registration from 9.30am Please bring your own lunch. Tea/coffee will be 
provided. Please contact me on 023 8067 4513 to book your place.  

Ruth Heine 
Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates for 2020 

Lakeside Songs of Praise is usually held on every 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, unless otherwise stated, from 2.30-3.30pm. Everyone is welcome 
to join us but please sign in at the Care Home reception desk. 

 11th March 
 8th April 
 20th May (third Wednesday) 
 10th June 
 8th July 
 9th September 
 21st October (third Wednesday) 
 11th November 
 9th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and love to sing familiar hymns which 
they remember from their childhood. We now have quite a good 
variety of people attending from Park but there is always room for 
more! It would be lovely if you feel you could join us sometimes, 
especially to sit with the residents and help with the singing.  

Julia 
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Lent Lunches 

St Peter’s church are again having their Lent Lunches every Friday 
during Lent, these begin on Friday February 28th.  

The theme this year is paintings/pictures - there will be a short talk with a 
different speaker each week;  

There is a frugal lunch which costs £4 beginning at 12.30pm and the 
money after expenses will be given to charity. 

The programme is: 

 February 28th Elaine Watts on The conversion of Paul by 
Caravaggio 

 March 6th: Janet Lowne on In the Arms of Grace unknown 
 March 13th   Revd Joan Hicks on The Scorpion by Stanley 

Spencer 
 March 20th  Revd Judith Sumner on The light of the world by 

Holman Hunt. 
 March 27th  Revd Judith Wheatley on The Return of the 

Prodigal Son by Rembrandt. 
 April 3rd Richard Miller on The Disciples Peter and John 

running from the empty tomb by Eugene Burnand 

Everyone is welcome to come to any or all the lunches, but for catering 
purposes we need to know numbers. 

If you would like to come please phone the parish office (0118 966 
8575) and give your name and the date(s) you are coming or send an 
e-mail to admin@earleystpeters.org.uk 
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What Shall We Tell The Children? 

That’s the question John Bell is putting to the 2020 Holiday Forum. What 
were we told as children about God, the Bible, and heaven?  

Are these the right things to be passing on to our own children? We’ll 
focus, too, on some of the big issues they face, growing up in the 21st 
century. What should we tell them about money, technology, and 
dealing with people who are different? 

John Bell is the theme and worship leader at the forthcoming Holiday 
Forum – a week of faith, fun and fellowship for individuals and families of 
all ages and walks of life. Many Forumites come back, year after year. 
Then they grow up, and bring their own children!  

This next Forum, we meet at The Hayes Christian Conference, Swanwick, 
Saturday 22 to Friday 28th August, 2020. 

Come yourself. Bring your friends and family. And if there’s someone in 
your church who desperately needs what Forum offers, how about 
getting your church to sponsor them? But book soon – places are going 
quickly! 

University Chaplaincy Volunteers  

Chaplaincy Volunteers are sought for the University of Reading 
Ecumenical Chaplaincy. 

The University Chaplains minister to staff and students. The present team 
are looking for additional volunteers to help staff their week-day drop-in 
Centre offering hospitality and initial first-point-of-contact pastoral 
support. 

Enthusiastic volunteers with pastoral sensitivity and a willingness to work 
in a team are sought for a regular commitment of at least half a day a 
week. 

For an initial conversation, please contact the Chaplaincy Coordinator, 
Mark Laynesmith, m.d.laynesmith@reading.ac.uk. DBS disclosure would 
be required. 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ...................................... still in vacancy 

Church Secretary..................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  ....................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9am Exeter University (2nd of the month) 
 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 9am Exeter University (2nd of the month) 
 9:30am Kazli Yoga 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday 
various Read Dance & Theatre College 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm SDA Prayer Evening  
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10am Dimensions UK Limited 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 7:30pm SDA Praise Team 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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…and we couldn’t resist some more pictures of the three 
newest members of our Church family! 

 


